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Buy it  

Send a dozen lush, crimson roses to your sweetie for Valentine's Day, and a portion of the net proceeds will go to the Rosa and Raymond Parks Institute for Self Development, a Detroit-based non-profit organization founded by the civil rights hero. The institute offers tutoring, mentoring and other youth programs. Rosa Parks' refusal to give up her bus seat for a white passenger in 1955 set off a Montgomery, Ala., bus boycott that galvanized world attention for the civil rights movement opposing racial segregation. Order the roses through www .organicstyle.com/npsmrp so that OrganicStyle.com, the seller, and Nonprofitshoppingmall.com, an online shopping portal that raises funds for non-profits, each will donate 10 percent of their proceeds.  Cost: $49.95 for one dozen roses, plus shipping; $69.95 for two dozen, plus shipping.  -- 

Beth Botts

  Buy it  

Even though there are three computers in our home, mine seems to be the favorite, especially with a certain 8-year-old who likes to munch cookies while feeding her virtual pet. So, great was my glee when the USB Computer Mini Vacuum from the Container Store came across my desk. The vacuum, which plugs into your computer's USB port, has a 58-inch-long cord and two attachments: a flexible rubber tip and a brush with three small nozzles. Using the rubber tip attachment, which gets between and under the keys, the vacuum proved pretty useless on all but the smallest crumbs, even when deploying the "power up" button to increase suction power. But the brush attachment, designed to clean vents and fans, actually worked well on the keyboard. Suspecting it was merely brushing the dirt away, I opened the gadget and was pleasantly surprised to find the tiny fabric filter covered with dust and cat hair and lots of crumbs in the reservoir.  Cost: $4.99 at the Container Store. For locations, see containerstore.com or call 800-786-7315.  -- 

Marcia Borucki
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